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Description: 

Mulberry Grove was previously surveyed by J. Richard Rivoire in 1970. The N.R. Field Sheet completed in 1970 contains 
brief description and history sections. Located in the Documents Room of the Southern Maryland Studies Center, Charles 
County Community College, is an incomplete National Register Nomination Form for Mulberry Grove of unknown date or 
author. In this nomination, Mulberry Grove is described as follows: 

Mulberry Grove is situated on the east side of the Port Tobacco Creek, about 11/4-miles south of the site of 
Port Tobacco, a once prosperous colonial town and the former county seat of Charles County. The 
promontory on which the existing house and ancillary structures and sites are located provides an impressive 
view of the Port Tobacco Creek and valley as it approaches its confluence with the Potomac River. The 
present house, built between 1938 and 1950 on the site of the eighteenth century [John] Hanson home 
destroyed by Fire in 1934, incorporates the foundation and cellar of the earlier structure as well as materials 
salvaged after the fire, notably the brick of its west end wall and chimney. 

Begun in 1938 and completed by 1950, the existing house is of two-part composition consisting of a brick, 
two-story main block that on the south facade is three bays wide at the first floor and four above. At the east 
end stand two exterior chimneys joined at the base by a one-story pent. The rear elevation extends to the 
north in a two-part profile that includes a one-story kitchen wing. The west end of the house has a gambrel 
roof and is of one-story height with two pedimented dormers on the lower slope of the south roof. Its two-
bay, clapboard sheathed front elevation sits back from the main block by about eight inches. Centered 
between the two first floor front windows of the west wing and the two first floor windows of the main block is 
an arched entrance door with leaded fanlight and sidelights. The west end elevation of the wing is 
constructed of brick salvaged from the chimneys of the earlier house and features a centered exterior 
chimney with graduated, brick-tiled weatherings. Built on the same foundations, the existing structure follows 
the same basic configuration of the earlier house that is believed to have been built by John Hanson, Jr. 
shortly after his purchase of the property in 1744. Photographs of the earlier building taken before its total 
destruction by fire after being struck by lightening in 1934, show it to have been entirely of frame and of two-
part plan like that of the present house. The original building, however had two exterior chimneys at each 
end, those of the west end joined at the base by a projecting brick pent that had a large arched window, and 
a shed roof porch extended the full width of the front elevation of the main block. 

About two hundred yards north of the house is a large private cemetery. Referred to in Hanson's 1770 deed 
of sale to his brother, William, as well as in several subsequent conveyances, the cemetery contains the 
grave markers of 35 individuals. Only three of these, however, date from John Hanson's ownership: that of 
Peter Contee, a brother-in-law who died in 1756, and two of Hanson's children, Elizabeth and John, who died 
in 1753 and 1760 respectively. These three stones, as well as a separate grouping of five upright markers a 
short distance to the west, are outside and to the south of the principal portion of the cemetery that is 
enclosed by a circa 1902 wrought iron fence. All of the graves within the fenced area are members of the 
Ferguson family, owners of Mulberry Grove from 1802 to 1919. The 27 known graves within the 40-foot by 
50- foot enclosure include a number of obelisks capped by draped urns, and several crypt-type monuments. 

[Other] structures on the property include [three], two-story frame tenant houses, one of which is located 
about sixty feet from the east end of the main residence and positioned at a right angle to it. [All] tenant 
houses have three-bay facades and front porches. The one closest to the main house [tenant house #1] has 
a centered cross-gable on the front roof slope and flat-roofed flanking wings. Also near the main house is a 
two-story tenant house, but this building incorporated a garage at one end of the first floor. [Chicken 
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Description (continued): 

incubators are housed within this garage opening.] All three of these buildings are thought to have been 
constructed between 1919 and 1945. There are also three tobacco barns with vertical planked siding, three 
small frame sheds, [three chicken coops, a frame machine shed], a frame stable with open sheds covered by 
the same roof, and a one room cabin constructed of round logs with projecting lapped joints at the corners. 
All of these are believed to date after 1920 as well, although one or two of the barns could be as early as 
circa 1900-1920. 

Significance: 

Construction of the current house at Mulberry Grove began in 1938 by J. Bruce Kremer, a former Secretary of the Democratic 
National Committee. The previous house at that location was the eighteenth-century home of John Hanson, President of the 
United States under the Articles of Confederation. Since the original house was destroyed by fire in 1934, J. Bruce Kremer 
began an inaccurate reconstruction of the house on the original foundation, however he died before completion. The house 
remained unfinished until Edward J. Edelen purchased the property in 1949. The property remains in the Edelen family. 

The original house on the property is believed to have been constructed by John Hanson, President of the United States 
under the Articles of Confederation, on land purchased by him in 1744. In 1770, John Hanson sold the house and land to his 
brother, William, who retained the property until it was purchased by William Pye in 1778. The Charles County Tax 
Assessments of 1783 describe the property as having, "...a commodious well repaired dwelling house and kitchen, 3 quarters 
one of which is new, the other very old, a very large barn, shedded, with convenient stables, a cow house, dairy and cellar 
house, and a yard and garden newly and neatly pailed in, also 2 old clapboard dwelling houses, one occupied by a tenant, the 
other by an overseer." The property changed ownership twice before purchased by Robert Ferguson in 1798. The property 
was owned by the Ferguson family until 1901, when purchased by J. Benjamin Mattingly. In 1902, John H. Mitchell bought 
the property but did not reside there. The house was restored by the next owner, Dana Stevens, who bought the property in 
1919. Stevens lived at Mulberry Grove until it was destroyed by fire in 1934. 

The present house on the property is an inaccurate reconstruction of the original residence at Mulberry Grove. The 
agricultural outbuildings and secondary structures on the property date to the first half of the twentieth century. As such, 
property and extant structures represent a Colonial Revival farmstead, rather than a significant eighteenth-century plantation. 
The property does not possess any structures dating to the period of ownership of John Hanson. The historic cemetery on 
the property, though dating to the period of ownership of John Hanson, does not contain his grave. 
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National Register Evaluation: 

Constructed between 1938 and 1950, Mulberry Grove is not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. The property 
is not eligible under Criterion A, as the property no longer possesses any structures dating to historic periods which would 
represent historic events or trends significant in the development of national, state or local history. Therefore, the property 
also does not meet Criterion B, as there are no structures extant from the period of ownership of persons who have made 
specific contributions to history. It is not eligible under Criterion C, as the main house on property is an undistinguished 
example of Colonial Revival architecture of which better examples exist within Charles County. As no archaeological 
investigation has been conducted, the eligibility of the property under Criterion D cannot be assessed at this time. Finally, the 
cemetery on the property does not meet Criteria Consideration D, as it does not derive its primary significance from graves of 
persons of transcendent importance, from age, from distinctive design features, or from association with historic events. 

Bibliography: 
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MULBERRY GROVE 
BIRTHPLACE OF 

JOHN HANSON 
APRIL 14, 1715 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED 1781-1782 

DIED, OXON HILL. MARYLAND 
NOVEMBER 22 . 1783 

ERECTED ! 9 6 3 
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